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This proceeding, which afterwards gave rise to much angry
recrimination, was due to Bouvet, and it is easy to explain, if not
to justify, it. He was not on cordial terms with Grouchy, and
although he had reluctantly acquiesced In the order to disembark
the troops, the storm of the 25th had convinced Mm that the
enterprise was now impracticable. In the afternoon one of the
cables of his frigate had broken, through the strain, and the ship
was for a time in extreme danger. The hour of sunset came,
and the storm, instead of diminishing, as had been hoped,
rather increased. Bouvet considered that lie was responsible
for the fleet, and that, even, apart from the danger of its being
captured by the English, it was not likely, if it remained in a
narrow and rock-bound bay, to outlive the night. He therefore
resolved at all hazards to gain the open sea, and endeavour to
bring his squadron to Brest. Without even informing Grouchy
of his intention, he ordered two cannon to be fired as a signal
for departure to the fleet; but amid the howling of the tempest,
the signal appears to have been unheard in the * Indomptuble,' and
no other ship left the bay.

Grouchy angrily but vainly protested, and when the morning
broke, and it was found that their vessel was alone on the sea, he
vehemently urged Bouvet to return to Bantry Bay to seek the
fleet, or else to make for the mouth of the Shannon, where, in
obedience to the instructions that had been issued, some of the
missing vessels were likely to be found. The first suggestion
appeared impracticable, for no vessel could have sailed in the
fceeth of such a hurricane as was blowing ; and Bouvet rejected
the second, refusing to run any further unnecessary risk, and
alleging that the missing ships, if they had not sunk or been
captured, had probably by this time made their way to France,.
On January 1, 1797, the frigate carrying the admiral and the
general, who were now at deadly enmity, arrived safely but alone
at Brest.

Contrary to expectation, the ships that remained in Bantry
Bay rode out the night, but the next day the gale still continued,
and an additional horror was added to the situation by a fog,
which was so dense that it was for some time impossible to see
more than a ship's length ahead. Several of the ships, including
the c Indomptable,' repeatedly dragged their anchors, and were?